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to 1939 this last group grew stronger, and more or less brought
administration to a standstill. There were a number of reasons
for this. The Government was hasty and tactless; some of its
supporters were intolerant. The fears and suspicions of the
minorities were too strong to be overcome in a few months, and
there can be no doubt that they were played upon by some of
the French officials who refused to accept the change of policy
laid down in the Treaty of 1936.

In 1937 and again in 1939, Jebel Druze was disturbed. In
Latakia discontent grew gradually but did not become serious
until the rising of a section of the Alawis led by Suleiman
Murshid, a self-made notable and self-styled god. In 1937 a
section of the Kurds and of the Christians of the Jazirah caused
disturbances. Their case was strengthened by the support of
Cardinal Tappouni, the Syrian Orthodox Patriarch. Again in
1939, there were manifestations on a large scale.

Meanwhile, relations between the French Government and
the nationalists had been growing worse, owing to the reluctance
of the former to secure the ratification of the Treaty. By 1939,
France had reversed the policy inaugurated in 1936. In July
1939, the Constitution was suspended. Almost simultaneously
decrees were issued restoring the autonomy of the Jebel Dnize
and the Alawis. At the same time the Jazirah was placed once
more under direct French rule; but by December 1940, matters
had returned to normal and, once more, the authority of the
Syrian Government was imposed in the Jazirah.

It was not only the compact minorities which had been restless
during these years. The scattered minorities also had been
apprehensive of nationalist policy towards them. They had not
been persecuted on any large scale* and officially the Government
had frequently declared its desire to treat all citizens equally;
but there had been enough acts- of discrimination to appear to
justify the pie-conceived fears of the minorities. It was partly
to alfary these fears that the Syrian Government concluded supple-
mentary agreements with the French Government in 1937 and
1938, containing among other things guarantees for the position
of communities and individuals.

The difficulties of tfae situation most not, however, be exagger-
ated- Not all minorities were equally hostile to nationalism.
Tboee wiadi wese napsfc bostife were the Catholics, who had
I B*>st from Preach rafe; others, like the Greek Orthodox